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U.S. Military Wanted to Provoke War With Cuba 

2006-01-07 go.com 


In the early 1960s, America's top military leaders reportedly drafted plans to kill innocent people and 
commit acts of terrorism in U.S. cities to create public support for a war against Cuba. 

Code named Operation Northwoods, the plans reportedly included the possible assassination of Cuban 
emigres, sinking boats of Cuban refugees on the high seas, hijacking planes, blowing up a U.S. ship, and 
even orchestrating violent terrorism in U.S. cities. 

The plans were developed as ways to trick the American public and the international community into 
supporting a war to oust Cuba's then new leader, communist Fidel Castro. 

America's top military brass even contemplated causing U.S. military casualties, writing: "We could blow up 
a U.S. ship in Guantanamo Bay and blame Cuba," and, "casualty lists in U.S. newspapers would cause a 
helpful wave of national indignation." 

Details of the plans are described in Body of Secrets (Doubleday), a new book by investigative reporter 
James Bamford about the history of America's largest spy agency, the National Security Agency. However, 
the plans were not connected to the agency, he notes. 

The plans had the written approval of all of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and were presented to President 
Kennedy's defense secretary, Robert McNamara, in March 1962. But they apparently were rejected by the 
civilian leadership and have gone undisclosed for nearly 40 years. 

"These were Joint Chiefs of Staff documents. The reason these were held secret for so long is the Joint 
Chiefs never wanted to give these up because they were so embarrassing," Bamford told ABCNEWS.com. 

"The whole point of a democracy is to have leaders responding to the public will, and here this is the 
complete reverse, the military trying to trick the American people into a war that they want but that nobody 
else wants." 

Gunning for War 

The documents show "the Joint Chiefs of Staff drew up and approved plans for what may be the most 
corrupt plan ever created by the U.S. government," writes Bamford. 

The Joint Chiefs even proposed using the potential death of astronaut John Glenn during the first attempt 
to put an American into orbit as a false pretext for war with Cuba, the documents show. 

Should the rocket explode and kill Glenn, they wrote, "the objective is to provide irrevocable proof... that 
the fault lies with the Communists et all Cuba [sic]." 

The plans were motivated by an intense desire among senior military leaders to depose Castro, who 
seized power in 1959 to become the first communist leader in the Western Hemisphere — only 90 miles 
from U.S. shores. 

The earlier CIA-backed Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba by Cuban exiles had been a disastrous failure, in 
which the military was not allowed to provide firepower.The military leaders now wanted a shot at it. 

"The whole thing was so bizarre," says Bamford, noting public and international support would be needed 
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for an invasion, but apparently neither the American public, nor the Cuban public, wanted to see U.S. 
troops deployed to drive out Castro. 

Reflecting this, the U.S. plan called for establishing prolonged military — not democratic — control over the 
island nation after the invasion. 

"That's what we're supposed to be freeing them from," Bamford says. "The only way we would have 
succeeded is by doing exactly what the Russians were doing all over the world, by imposing a government 
by tyranny, basically what we were accusing Castro himself of doing." 

'Over the Edge' 

The Joint Chiefs at the time were headed by Eisenhower appointee Army Gen. Lyman L. Lemnitzer, who, 
with the signed plans in hand made a pitch to McNamara on March 13, 1962, recommending Operation 
Northwoods be run by the military. 

Whether the Joint Chiefs' plans were rejected by McNamara in the meeting is not clear. But three days 
later, President Kennedy told Lemnitzer directly there was virtually no possibility of ever using overt force to 
take Cuba, Bamford reports. Within months, Lemnitzer would be denied another term as chairman and 
transferred to another job. 

The secret plans came at a time when there was distrust in the military leadership about their civilian 
leadership, with leaders in the Kennedy administration viewed as too liberal, insufficiently experienced and 
soft on communism. At the same time, however, there real were concerns in American society about their 
military overstepping its bounds. 

There were reports U.S. military leaders had encouraged their subordinates to vote conservative during the 
election. 

And at least two popular books were published focusing on a right-wing military leadership pushing the 
limits against government policy of the day. 

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee published its own report on right-wing extremism in the military, 
warning a "considerable danger" in the "education and propaganda activities of military personnel" had 
been uncovered. The committee even called for an examination of any ties between Lemnitzer and 
right-wing groups. But Congress didn't get wind of Northwoods, says Bamford. 

"Although no one in Congress could have known at the time," he writes, "Lemnitzer and the Joint Chiefs 
had quietly slipped over the edge." 

Even after Lemnitzer was gone, he writes, the Joint Chiefs continued to plan "pretext" operations at least 
through 1963. 

One idea was to create a war between Cuba and another Latin American country so that the United States 
could intervene. Another was to pay someone in the Castro government to attack U.S. forces at the 
Guantanamo naval base — an act, which Bamford notes, would have amounted to treason. And another 
was to fly low level U-2 flights over Cuba, with the intention of having one shot down as a pretext for a war. 

"There really was a worry at the time about the military going off crazy and they did, but they never 
succeeded, but it wasn't for lack of trying," he says. 


Page 2 of 5 


Feb 03, 2017 02:21:55AM MST 


http://abcnews.go.com/US/story?id=92662&page=1 

After 40 Years 

Ironically, the documents came to light, says Bamford, in part because of the 1992 Oliver Stone film JFK, 
which examined the possibility of a conspiracy behind the assassination of President Kennedy. 

As public interest in the assassination swelled after JFK's release, Congress passed a law designed to 
increase the public's access to government records related to the assassination. 

The author says a friend on the board tipped him off to the documents. 

Afraid of a congressional investigation, Lemnitzer had ordered all Joint Chiefs documents related to the 
Bay of Pigs destroyed, says Bamford. But somehow, these remained. 

"The scary thing is none of this stuff comes out until 40 years after," says Bamford. 

Despite the loss of a seasoned Navy SEAL and civilians caught in crossfire between al-Qaeda and U.S. 
commandos, the weekend raid in Yemen seized "actionable intelligence" on the terror group, officials said 
today. 

It was the first step in an aggressive action plan aimed at crippling Islamist extremists based in Yemen who 
have been fixated on attacking U.S. aviation since 2008, a counterterrorism official said. 

“I can confirm for you that based on initial indications valuable and actionable intelligence was taken in this 
operation," Pentagon spokesperson Capt. Jeff Davis said Thursday. 

The raid to capture key intelligence on top al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) leadership and 
terrorist plots against the west came at a high price - one American special operator made the ultimate 
sacrifice and several of his teammates were critically wounded, U.S. officials have said. 

The U.S. Central Command, which oversees military operations in the Middle East, also concluded 
yesterday a team had determined that "civilian non-combatants likely were killed," during the SEAL Team 
Six raid on an AQAP compound in Yemen's remote mountains. 

But a counterterrorism official familiar with the operation's details and after-action assessments told ABC 
News, "There definitely were civilian casualties." 

Efforts by the U.S. military's special operations forces to determine whether a weekend Navy SEAL raid on 
al-Qaeda's dangerous Yemen branch resulted in civilian deaths has been almost as intense as the months 
of planning that went into the combat operation itself, counterterrorism officials said today. 

Among the civilian dead, according to a statement by AQAP just hours after the shooting had stopped, was 
an 8-year old girl whose father was the Yemeni-American AQAP external operations leader and 
propagandist Anwar al-Awlaki. Presumably born in Yemen, she likely was considered a "U.S. person" but 
not a U.S. citizen under the law since her father's American citizenship was never revoked. 

The elder Awlaki once led one of the largest mosques in the U.S., a few miles outside of Washington in 
Virginia's suburbs, before joining AQAP and helping the group become the No. 1 terror threat to his former 
homeland. 

Fie was killed in a 2011 CIA drone strike in Yemen, followed weeks later by what the Obama administration 
later said was the accidental killing in an airstrike of Awlaki's 16-year old American son, Abdulrahman. 
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American officials have not confirmed that Awlaki's daughter was among those killed in the intense firefight 
on Saturday, a moonless night in which the SEALs apparently lost the element of surprise, ABC News has 
reported. Photos of a bloodied young girl and a baby accompanied the AQAP statement distributed 
through the encrypted app Telegram. 

The intense analysis of possible civilian casualties in the Yemen strike by military experts has been drawn 
from a mix of intelligence streams including overhead video surveillance and communications intercepts 
following the gunfight on the ground between AQAP operatives and the SEALs, who were dropped off by 
Marine Ospreys and walked in several miles to the objective, several houses in a remote mountain range, 
officials said. 

Al-Qaeda fighters including women opened fire as soon as they approached and from every direction, 
CENTCOM has said. 

"They had them surrounded 360 degrees. When that happens, all bets are off," said one counterterrorism 
official briefed on the operation. 

Airstrikes were called in and the SEALs fought back. 

Despite suffering the loss of an experienced SEAL operator, Ryan Owens, and an MV-22 Osprey that 
experienced a hard landing away from the objective, the team killed all the adversaries and recovered 
computers, phones and documents with intelligence value they had sought, which are now being studied 
by analysts, said two officials who bristled at media criticism of the operation's success as touted by 
President Trump. 

"In a successful raid against Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) headquarters, brave U.S. forces 
were instrumental in killing an estimated 14 AQAP members and capturing important intelligence that will 
assist the U.S. in preventing terrorism against its citizens and people around the world," Trump said in a 
statement on Monday. 

White House Press Secretary Sean Spicer also characterized the operation in positive terms, saying, "It's 
hard to ever call something a complete success when you have the loss of life or people injured. But... it is 
a successful operation by all standards." 

A veteran Naval Special Warfare senior officer who has deployed in combat with SEAL teams in recent 
years said the loss of an experienced operator, Ryan Owens, "sucks," but the intelligence captured by the 
team was clearly judged to be worth huge risks to gain invaluable information to protect the U.S. and its 
interests. 

"These guys have a different gut-check. You're not bullet-proof. You've got to accomplish the objective, 
otherwise everything is for naught," the recently retired senior officer said. "Risk is inherent to success." 

In Dam Neck, Virginia, Owens' death stunned his comrades in arms, as the commander of the covert 
Naval Special Warfare Development Group, known as SEAL Team Six, personally informed the fallen 
operator's wife and children of his loss while fighting to protect the U.S. homeland. 

On Wednesday, Trump and his daughter travelled to Dover Air Force base to pay their respects to the 
fallen operator as his remains were returned home to the U.S. 

ABC News' Luis Martinez and Paul Blake contributed to this report. 
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